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Background 

Nova Scotia's Eastern Shore ex­
tends from the Halifax-Dartmouth 
Metro area over 200 kilometres 
eastward to Canso. It is a deeply• 
indented coastline, with rugged, expos­
ed headlands protruding into the Atlan­
tic covered with a coastal forest of black 
spruce, fir and birch. Picturesque 
fishing villages and good beaches are 
common. The inland landscape, pan of 
the southern upland plain which stret­
ches from Yarmouth to Canso, is mark­
ed by numerous glacial boulders and 
granite outcroppings. The inland 
vegetation is dominated by red spruce, 
hemlock, and pine. It has numerous 
lakes and rivers, long popular with 
freshwater fishermen. 

In August, 1972 the Province of 
Nova Scotia and the Federal Govern­
ment signed a memorandum of intent 
regarding the establishment of a na­
tional park on the Eastern Shore. The 
memorandum produced wide-spread 
public opposition. In response, the pro­
vincial government re-examined the 
whole question of a national park, as 
well as its overall land use policy for the 
area. As an alternative, in December 
1973 it announced its intention to 
establish the Eastern Shore Seaside Park 
System. This project was to be planned, 
developed, and managed by the Depart• 
ment of Lands and Forests. 

The provincial alternative differed 
substantially from the national park 
concept. No permanent residents were 
to be displaced from their homes, and 
disruptive effects on cottage owners and 
non-permanent residents were to be 
minimized. Furthermore, existing 
businesses were not to be negatively af­
fected. 

In response to the high level of 
public interest and concern, the Eastern 
Shore Seaside Park System Citizens' Ad­
visory Committee was established in 
February, 1975 (see page 14). Following 
intensive review and discussion with 
Lands and Forests staff, the Citizens' 
Representative Committee gave 
acceptance-in-principle to the concept . 
Since then the Department has worked 
closely with the Committee. The 
association has proven positive and pro­
ductive. This process of public consulta• 
tion is now widely viewed as a proven 
model that is adaptable to a variety of 
recreational land use planning pro• 
blems and issues. 

The Park Sy,tem 

The Eastern Shore Seaside Park 
System has been planned to capture the 
essence of the Eastern Shore landscape, 
and to do so by providing a wide range 
of high quality, outdoor recreation op­
portunities featuring ocean beaches, 
scenic headlands, islands, and inland 
water resources. The park concept is 
based on four primary objectives: 
(1) To provide the widest possible range
of recreational opportunities emphasiz­
ing the unique coastal environment and
excellent inland water resources.
(2) To consider the expectations and
concerns of area residents in the plann•
ing and development of the park
system.
(S) To blend the park system into the
rural character of the Eastern Shore,
minimizing disturbances to existing 
communities.
(4) To establish a balance between
resource use, and the need to protect
fragile aspects of the natural landscape.

The park system extends eastward 
from Lake Charlotte (located approx• 
imately 55 kilometres east of Dart• 
mouth) to Taylor Head (near Sheet 
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