
 
Department of Service Nova Scotia Civic Address:   Mailing Address: 
and Internal Services   5161 George St., 9th Fl.  PO Box 72, Halifax Central 
      Halifax, NS   B3J 2l4   Halifax, NS   B3J 2l4 

IAP Services  
 

 
March 18, 2020 
 

   
 

 
 
Dear : 
  
Re: You are entitled to part of the information you requested – 2020-00090-ENV 
 
Environment received your application for access to information under the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act on January 23, 2020.  
 
In your application, you requested a copy of the following records: 
  
A copy of the 2017 report by protected areas planners on Owls Head provincial park and any 
corresponding emails/records. 
  
You are entitled to part of the records requested. However, we have removed some of the 
information from this record according to subsection 5(2) of the Act. The severed information is 
exempt from disclosure under the Act for the following reasons: 
  

• Section 14: advice by or for a public body or minister.  
• Section 20: unreasonable invasion of personal privacy.  

 
The remainder of the records are enclosed.  
 
You have the right to ask for a review of this decision by the Information Access and Privacy 
Commissioner (formerly the Review Officer). You have 60 days from the date of this letter to 
exercise this right. If you wish to ask for a review, you may do so on Form 7, a copy of which is 
attached. Send the completed form to the Information Access and Privacy Commissioner, P.O. 
Box 181, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2M4.  
 
Please be advised that a de-identified copy of this disclosure letter and the attached response to 
your FOIPOP application will be made public after 14 days. The package will be posted online at 
informationaccess.novascotia.ca. The letter will not include your name, address or any other 
personal information that you have supplied in the course of making your application under 
FOIPOP.  

Please contact Lauren Smith at 902-424-3786 or by e-mail at Lauren.Smith@novascotia.ca, if you 
need further assistance in regard to this application.  
 
Yours truly,  

 Intended for Public Use



 
Lauren Smith 
IAP Administrator 
 
Attach. 
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Maass, Oliver C
Subject: Re: Owls Head PP - description
Date: July 26, 2017 5:18:19 PM

Great - thanks!

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Bell network.
From: Maass, Oliver C
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 4:53 PM
To: Labor, Peter
Subject: Owls Head PP - description

Hi Peter,

Here is a description, as discussed. I had some trouble with formatting within the email, so have included
a Word version as attachment in case that is useful.
I gleaned info from the P&PA Plan, interactive map, and NSNT and WITAP websites. I did not call .

Oliver

Property Description

Consists of two separate parcels, totaling about 680 acres, or 276 hectares. (PID 00489591 =
~650 acres; PID 40751273= ~ 32 acres)
Includes road frontage at both Little Harbour and Southwest Cove.

Ecological and Recreation Values

Predominantly rugged coastal barrens with wetlands. The bedrock-ridged topography is very
prominent.
Elevations range from sea-level to about 25 m above sea level.

· Includes over 4.5 km of coastal frontage, with mix of exposed and sheltered coast, including about
100m of sand beach (which is part of a larger beach on private land which Nova Scotia Nature
Trust is seeking to protect).
Piping Plover have nested here, according to DNR.

The property is one of a limited number of mainland parcels within the NSNT branded “100 Wild
Islands” area and has good potential for hiking and shoreline access off public roads, and perhaps
camping.
The property can also be accessed by kayak and other small craft and contributes to the “wild
coast” experience of this area.

History & Current Context

The property has for many decades been assigned to DNR’s parks program as part of the
Province’s commitment to develop the Eastern Shore Seaside Park System (this initiative followed
the withdrawal of a federal proposal to establish a national park on the Eastern Shore in the
1970s).
The property is referred to by DNR as an “existing park” in the 2013 Parks and Protected Areas
Plan (p.54), though it has yet to be legally designated. The interactive map which accompanied
the P&PA Plan indicates the status as “pending designation”.
Because of this property’s history and status with DNR, it was not included within lands that were
designated as Eastern Shore Islands Wilderness Area in 2015.
The property is within the Nova Scotia Nature Trust’s “100 Wild Islands” campaign area. When
NSNT reports on progress in protecting lands within this area, it includes provincial parks and
protected areas, including the Owls Head PP property. It has been considered by NSNT to have
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the same status as nearby Clam Harbour Beach and Taylor Head provincial parks, as well as
Eastern Shore Islands Wilderness Area.
NSNT is working to secure protection of several adjacent private land coastal parcels and has
protected several nearby islands.
The Owls Head PP property is within the geographic area of interest to the Wild Islands Tourism
Advancement Partnership (WITAP) project, which has as its mission “To position and advance
Musquodoboit Harbour-Sherbrooke as a dynamic new in-demand destination offering the best-
designed touring, outdoor & nature infrastructure and experiences in Nova Scotia”.
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From: Murphy, Andrew (ENV)
To: Martin, Frances R; Labor, Peter
Subject: FW: Owls Head PP
Date: July 27, 2017 9:10:23 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Frances,
Information on Owls Head is below. Note the recommendation 
Andrew

From: Labor, Peter 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 5:37 PM
To: Murphy, Andrew (ENV) <Andrew.J.Murphy@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Owls Head PP
The Owls Head Provincial Park site consists of two separate parcels, totaling about 680 acres, or 276 hectares, with road frontage at both Little Harbour and Southwest Cove.
Ecological and Recreation Values
• Predominantly rugged coastal barrens with wetlands. The bedrock-ridged topography is very prominent.
• Elevations range from sea-level to about 25 m above sea level.
• Includes over 4.5 km of coastal frontage, with mix of exposed and sheltered coast, including about 100m of sand beach (which is part of a larger beach on private land which
NSNT is seeking to protect).
• Piping Plover have nested here, according to DNR.
• The property is one of a limited number of mainland parcels within the Nova Scotia Nature Trust-branded “100 Wild Islands” area and has good potential for hiking and
shoreline access off public roads, and perhaps camping.
• The property can also be accessed by kayak and other small craft and contributes to the “wild coast” experience of this area.
History & Current Context
• The property has long been assigned to DNR’s parks program as part of the Province’s commitment to develop the Eastern Shore Seaside Park System (this initiative
followed the withdrawal of a federal proposal to establish a national park on the Eastern Shore in the 1970s).
• The property is referred to by DNR as an “existing park” in the 2013 Parks and Protected Areas Plan (p 54), though it has yet to be legally designated. The interactive map
which accompanied the P&PA Plan indicates the status as “pending designation”.
• Because of this property’s history and status with DNR, it was not included within lands that were designated as Eastern Shore Islands Wilderness Area in 2015.
• The property is within the Nova Scotia Nature Trust’s “100 Wild Islands” campaign area. When NSNT reports on progress in protecting lands within this area, it includes
provincial parks and protected areas, including the Owls Head PP property. It has been considered by NSNT to have the same status as nearby Clam Harbour Beach and Taylor
Head provincial parks, as well as Eastern Shore Islands Wilderness Area.
• NSNT is working to secure protection of several adjacent private land coastal parcels and has protected several nearby islands.
• The Owls Head PP property has been included in the Wild Islands Tourism Advancement Partnership (WITAP) project, which has as its mission “To position and advance
Musquodoboit Harbour-Sherbrooke as a dynamic new in-demand destination offering the best-designed touring, outdoor & nature infrastructure and experiences in Nova
Scotia”. Owls Head, along with two other park sites (Taylor Head and Liscombe Point) have been identified by WITAP as key coastal “anchors” that complement the tourism
development and wild coast branding for the region. http://www.witap.ca/

I have not been involved in any conversations regarding changes to the intent of designating this site as a provincial park. I expect that DNR Parks staff would be best able
speak to matters related to consultation, planning, etc. for the site.
Given the above, 

Peter
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Maass, Oliver C
Subject: RE: Owls Head PP - description
Date: August 14, 2017 9:40:31 AM

Yes – I followed up

From: Maass, Oliver C 
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 1:37 PM
To: Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca>
Subject: RE: Owls Head PP - description
Just wondering if you followed up on this?
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Bragg, Peter D
Subject: RE: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Date: September 27, 2017 12:31:50 PM

Can you provide the PIDs? We are assuming this is the lands associated with Owls Head Provincial
Park Reserve, but I don’t want to confuse locations.
peter

From: Bragg, Peter D 
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 11:54 AM
To: Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Re: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Peter,
His main question is:
All I want to know at this point in time is why are those PIDs on the list for proposed protected lands? IE: rare species
of plants animals etc......
Thanks,
Peter

From: Bragg, Peter D 
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 11:38 AM
To: Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Peter,
Could you send me an overview of the issue with Little Harbour and the Light House Links?

I see we have a meeting on it with DNR on the 3rd, but the local mla has some questions and I
wanted to be able to answer them as best I could.
Thanks,
Peter
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Bragg, Peter D
Subject: RE: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Date: September 27, 2017 12:49:25 PM
Attachments: Eastern Shore Islands - STEP Report Graphic - 20160407.pdf

halOwlsHead.pdf

Peter,
Assuming that the lands in question are part of Owls Head Provincial Park Reserve…
Property Description
• Consists of two separate parcels, totaling about 680 acres, or 276 hectares. (PID 00489591 = ~650
acres; PID 40751273= ~ 32 acres)
• Includes road frontage at both Little Harbour and Southwest Cove.
Ecological and Recreation Values
• Predominantly rugged coastal barrens with wetlands. The bedrock-ridged topography is very
prominent.
• Elevations range from sea-level to about 25 m above sea level.
• Includes over 4.5 km of coastal frontage, with mix of exposed and sheltered coast, including about
100m of sand beach (which is part of a larger beach on private land which Nova Scotia Nature Trust
is seeking to protect).
• Piping Plover have nested here, according to DNR.
• The property is one of a limited number of mainland parcels within the NSNT branded “100 Wild
Islands” area and has good potential for hiking and shoreline access off public roads, and perhaps
camping.
• The property can also be accessed by kayak and other small craft and contributes to the “wild
coast” experience of this area.
History & Current Context
• The property has for many decades been assigned to DNR’s parks program as part of the
Province’s commitment to develop the Eastern Shore Seaside Park System (this initiative followed
the withdrawal of a federal proposal to establish a national park on the Eastern Shore in the 1970s).
• The property is referred to by DNR as an “existing park” in the 2013 Parks and Protected Areas
Plan (p.54), though it has yet to be legally designated. The interactive map which accompanied the
P&PA Plan indicates the status as “pending designation”.
• Because of this property’s history and status with DNR, it was not included within lands that were
designated as Eastern Shore Islands Wilderness Area in 2015.
• The property is within the Nova Scotia Nature Trust’s “100 Wild Islands” campaign area. When
NSNT reports on progress in protecting lands within this area, it includes provincial parks and
protected areas, including the Owls Head PP property. It has been considered by NSNT to have the
same status as nearby Clam Harbour Beach and Taylor Head provincial parks, as well as Eastern
Shore Islands Wilderness Area.
• NSNT is working to secure protection of several adjacent private land coastal parcels and has
protected several nearby islands.
• The Owls Head PP property is within the geographic area of interest to the Wild Islands Tourism
Advancement Partnership (WITAP) project, which has as its mission “To position and advance
Musquodoboit Harbour-Sherbrooke as a dynamic new in-demand destination offering the best-
designed touring, outdoor & nature infrastructure and experiences in Nova Scotia”.
http://www.witap.ca/
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Note: as this is a provincial park reserve, Matt Parker at DNR would be the key contact for additional
information.
peter

From: Bragg, Peter D 
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 12:34 PM
To: Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Re: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Yes I believe those are the ones. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 27, 2017, at 12:31 PM, Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca> wrote:
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From: Bragg, Peter D
To: Labor, Peter
Subject: RE: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Date: September 27, 2017 12:50:58 PM

THanks
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Maass, Oliver C
Subject: RE: Owls Head Park Reserve
Date: October 2, 2017 9:07:12 AM
Attachments: Re Owls Head PP - description.msg

From: Maass, Oliver C 
Sent: Monday, October 02, 2017 9:04 AM
To: Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca>
Subject: RE: Owls Head Park Reserve
Thanks. But I did not compile anything on this for you.
Perhaps Kermit or Dave?
Oliver

From: Labor, Peter 
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2017 5:08 PM
To: Maass, Oliver C <Oliver.Maass@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Re: Owls Head Park Reserve
I provided background info on Owls Head to Peter Bragg earlier this week - same info you
compiled previously.

.
Peter
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Bell network.
From: Maass, Oliver C
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2017 4:05 PM
To: Labor, Peter
Subject: Owls Head Park Reserve
Hi Peter,
Just checking to make sure I have all the latest on the scheduled briefing on Owls Head next
Tuesday.
Do we know if our Deputy has been briefed? Peter Bragg or Minister Rankin?

.
Will our DM and Minister be going to this meeting with any understanding of the issues?
I have received no formal communication on any of the issues myself. I did talk informally to Matt
about Owls Head the other day.
Oliver
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Murphy, Andrew (ENV)
Subject: Re: Little Harbour / Light House Links
Date: October 18, 2017 5:50:25 PM

Wasn't it attached to the email?

P

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Bell network.
From: Murphy, Andrew (ENV)
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2017 5:44 PM
To: Labor, Peter
Subject: RE: Little Harbour / Light House Links

Thank you. Can you share with me the map that you share previously that positions this site within
the broader 100 Islands region.
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Boates, J Sherman; deGooyer, Kermit G; Labor, Peter; Maass, Oliver C; MacKinnon, David S; MacQuarrie, Bruce

A; Parker, Matt S; Ryan, Robert; Smith, Allan G
Subject: owls head photos
Date: November 7, 2017 5:21:27 PM

I have placed a slide deck with some of the owls head field visit observations in the shared folder (on
level above 13% tech so that it can be accessed by EDs if needed).
peter
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Murphy, Andrew (ENV); Maass, Oliver C
Subject: RE: One more thing…
Date: November 7, 2017 6:10:47 PM
Attachments: owls head field assessment Oct 2017.pptx

Andrew,
I chatted briefly with France about Owls Head on our way back from meeting with CCH. I let her
know that we did filed work, identified park-related values, and that we needed direction on who is
doing what (see below). 

 Other considerations here that we have not discussed: coastal
protection expectations; municipal development requirements, Mi’kmaq and public consultation
obligations (including in relation to site being highlighted in P&PA Plan).
Bruce MacQuarrie indicated at our 13% tech meeting today that Leslie asked him to reiterate that
DNR staff will work on this, and it was not assigned to the 13% tech committee to follow up – so that
needs to be clarified by Deputies. I indicated that it would be difficult for NSE/Tech Committee to do
more without having addit9onal information about the proposal from the developer.
We shared some photos with Tech Committee members form our field, and talked about park
values, and the significant challenges to land development in this rugged area. A deck containing a
few of these observations is now available in the shared P&PA folder (see attached).
p

From: Murphy, Andrew (ENV) 
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2017 6:01 PM
To: Labor, Peter <Peter.Labor@novascotia.ca>; Maass, Oliver C <Oliver.Maass@novascotia.ca>
Subject: One more thing…
The Minister also asked about owls head and the golf course proposal. Can either of you update me
on what you know about status? I haven't heard anything more about it since the last time we [Peter
and I] met with the deputy about this.
Thanks,
Andrew
Andrew Murphy
Executive Director, Sustainability and Applied Science Division
Nova Scotia Environment
902-478-8358
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Owls Head Park Reserve
Field Visit – October 24, 2017 
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Observations
• Park-related values

• Coastal access
• Scenic recreation / tourism opportunities
• Compelling natural/geological landscape
• “Gateway” connection to wild islands (WITAP) area

• Development considerations
• Long history as “park” site
• Rugged terrain with thin soils and prominent quartzite 

ridges – challenge for transforming the landscape
• Local and regional community interests unknown
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From: Labor, Peter
To: Murphy, Andrew (ENV)
Subject: owls head - additional info
Date: December 5, 2018 10:33:00 AM
Attachments: owls head field assessment Oct 2017.pptx
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